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Offering Summary  

Dazzle Entertainment is pleased to present ȰOsso Buccoȱ for licensing within North 

America (royalty deal structure preferred). 

In this delightful romantic comedy Megan (Emmy-nominated Ileanna Douglas  - 

Goodfellas, Stir Of Echoes, Cape Fear, Six Feet Under, Ugly Betty) and Jelly (Mike Starr 

- Dumb & Dumber, Goodfellas, Black Dahlia, Radio Days and Uncle Buck) find true love 

in the most unlikely of circumstances, snowed in at a favorite Italian restaurant in 

one of the worst blizzards in Chicago History.  The only wrinkle is that Jelly, a 

loveable and pacifistic mobster who has never shot is gun, and his cousin Nick 

(Leatherheads, Mr. 3000) are unexpected sharing dinner with two detectives 

charged with capturing Nick and Jelly. 

With the films Pay-TV premiere on both the Starz and Encore network (49 MM plus 

subscribers) in 2009/2010 , support from major national publication and the highly 

recognizable marquee, Osso Bucco is positioned to be a strong performer at rental, 

retail and digital sell through.   

)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ $6$ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ɉÓÅÅ Ȱ2ÉÇÈÔÓȾ,ÉÃÅÎÓÉÎÇ 

!ÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȱ ÂÅÌÏ×ɊȢ  

A 3D master can also be made available.  Please let us know if there is interest in 

having us provide this master at this time. 

Film Synopsis  

Trapped in his favorite restaurant during the worst snow storm in Chicago history, 

Jelly Dinotto (Mike Starr), a lovable, misfit mobster, has one night to escape the 

family business and win the heart of Megan (Illeana Douglas) ɀ the woman of his 

dreams.   

The problem?  Jelly and his trigger-happy cousin, Nick (Christian Stolte), discover 

that two underachieving detectives are also trapped in the restaurant with a 

warrant for their arrest.   

Sparks soon begin to fly, pistols light up, and the power in the restaurant goes out. 

Sanity is restored as Megan mysteriously finds herself in charge with the only 

remaining loaded gun.  As the snow continues to fall, the lovable mobster Jelly must 

ultimately choose between the life he knows and the woman he loves in this 

engaging romantic mobster comedy.  
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Key Selling Points  

 

 

Excellent exposure ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ /ÓÓÏ "ÕÃÃÏȭÓ 0ÁÙ-TV premieres 
which occurred in late 2009 and continues throughout early 
2010.  The film is being shown on both the Starz and Encore 
branded networks.  With over 49.4 million subscribers , 
the Starz family of channels has the broadest household 
penetration of any U.S. based premium cable network. 
 

 

/ÓÓÏ "ÕÃÃÏȭÓ recognizable marquee provides strong sell-
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÌȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÉÌÍȭÓ ÍÁÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÍÁÌÅ ÌÅÁÄ 
have co-starred in over 50 and 30 films respectively 
including major theatrical releases such as Goodfellas, 
Dumb & Dumber , Cape Fear, Stir of Echoes to name just a 
few.  Ilena Douglas was also nominated for an Emmy for her 
role in the hit series Six Feet Under.  In 2010, ÔÈÅ ÆÉÌÍȭÓ ÓÔÁÒÓ 
are also scheduled to appear in several major theatrical 
releases (ÓÅÅ Ȱ#ÁÓÔÉÎÇȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ). 
 

 

With 3,000,000  readers (with an additional 1 million  
online visitors monthly) the Chicago Sun-Times is one of the 
Top 10 most read newspapers in the U.S.  Osso Bucco has 
been featured in the Sun Times previously and continued 
support is anticipated.  The filmȭs producers also hail from 
the windy city. 

 

Rights/Licensing  Available  

Dazzle is represents all world -wide rights for Osso Bucco.  While this offering is focused on 

North American DVD, numerous ancillary and international rights are also available.  The 

following table summarizes rights already under licensing agreement and those that are 

currently  available.   

Territory Theatric DVD Pay TV Free TV Ancillary 

United States Available Available Licensed to Starz 
(includes Bahamas 

& Bermuda) for 2 
years 

Available Available 

Canada Available Available Available Available Available 

Eastern Europe / 
C.I.S. 

Available Available Licensed / Not 
Available 

Licensed / Not 
Available 

Available 

Middle East 
(exclusive of Israel) 

Available Licensed / Not 
Available 

Licensed / Not 
Available 

Licensed / Not 
Available 

Available 

All Others  Available 
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Cast Credits, Awards & Current Films  

 

 

Mike Starr (Jelly)  
Mike has delighted audiences as one of the most recognizable character 
actors of his genre.  He has co-starred in over 50 films including box office 
hits: Dumb & Dumber, Goodfellas, Black Dahlia, Radio Days and Uncle Buck.  
Mike is ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ά²ǊƻƴƎ ¢ǳǊƴ !ǘ ¢ŀƘƻŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻ-star with 
Cuba Gooding Jr. and Harvey Keitel. 
 

 

Illeana Douglas (Megan)  
Illeana is an award-winning actress best known for her roles in hit films 
Goodfellas, Stir Of Echoes and Cape Fear.  She is also known by TV 
audiences for her roles in Ugly Betty and Law & Order.  Illeana was 
previously nominated for an Emmy (for her guest appearance in the hit 
series Six Feet Under), a Blockbuster Entertainment Award and a Saturn 
(Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror).  IlleanaΩs is current 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ŦƛƭƳ ά!ǇǊƛƭ {ƘƻǿŜǊǎέ where she stars 
opposite Tom Arnold. 
 

 

Christian Stolte (Nick) 
Christian will appear in the Michael Mann ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ άtǳōƭƛŎ 9ƴŜƳƛŜǎέ 
(Distributor: Universal) starring Johnny Depp & Christian Bale and scheduled 
for release in late 2009 as well as the Jamie Foxx / Gerard Butler topped 
ά[ŀǿ !ōƛŘƛƴƎ /ƛǘiȊŜƴǎέ ό5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊΥ hǾŜǊǘǳǊŜύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
scheduled for release in early 2010. 
 

 

Perry Anzilotti (Luigi)  
Perry is best known for his appearances in family films such as Air Bud and 
Bean as well as his re-occurring role (22 episodes) on the hit TV series E.R.   
Perry will also appear in άSatinέ, the upcoming Robert Guillaume / Melissa 
Joan Hart topped film scheduled for release in 2009. 
 

 

Chain of Title and Film Elements  

All film elements and title documents are assembled and ready for turnover.  The film is 

clear of all liens and has a clean chain of title. 
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Additional Materials  

Additional stills , marketing materials and a streaming trailer are available for viewing at 

http://osso.dazzleentertainment.com.   

Screeners will also be sent by request.  To request additional information, screeners or if 

you have any questions, please contact: 

David Vasile 

9663 Santa Monica Blvd, Suite 944 

Beverly Hills,  CA  90210 

Office:   (310) 855-3591 

Cell: (310) 591-9982 

Email: dvasile@dazzleentertainment.com 

 

We will also be following up with you shortly to discuss this opportunity in more detail. 

  

http://osso.dazzleentertainment.com/
mailto:dvasile@dazzleentertainment.com
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Attachment A ɀ Detailed Synopsis  

The entire story happens on the night of the worst snowstorm in the history of Chicago. It is on this 

night that Jelly Dinotto will be forced to confront his deepest secret. You see, Jelly wants out of the 

Dinotto Crime family. No simple solution when you are the son of Dominic Dinotto, the patriarch of the 

family who met an untimely death some 30 years ago.  

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ WŜƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ƙƛǎ ¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŀƭΦ {ŀƭ ƴƻǿ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƴƻǘǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ bƛŎƪȅ όWŜƭƭȅΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴύΦ bƛŎƪȅ Ƙŀǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛǎŜ Ǝǳȅ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ 

cocky abandon. He is the very opposite of the sweet and gentle Jelly. Despite their differences, the two 

men have found a way to co-exist in the same ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ aŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻōΩǎ 

accountant, has stayed behind the scenes, away from the hard, violent street life that Nicky lives in 

every day. 

Jelly has grown tired of being part of such a corrupt organization, and his job as an accountant, and has 

made the decision to pursue his dream of becoming a therapist. So too, has the family reached the end 

of its rope with Jelly.  If Jelly were to leave the mob, he would present a huge liability to the family, given 

that he has intimate knowledge of all family operations. Not to mention, the family resents the fact that 

Jelly has rejected the very lifestyle that they have embraced. The family decides it is time for Jelly to go.   

Killing one of your family members is never easy however, even for the mob, and Sal and Nicky concoct 

a story. They tell Jelly he must get on a plane and go to Italy to make amends for a wrong he committed 

to one of the old country mafia dons ς Vito DeMarco.  

While Jelly is confused as to the nature of his alleged offense, he dutifully agrees to go to Italy, with 

Nicky in tow, to set things right. He has no idea that the true reason for the trip is his planned execution.  

Before catching their late-night flight to Italy, Jelly convinces Nick to go their usual hangout, Puzzo al 

Mare wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ WŜƭƭȅΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳŜŀƭ ς Osso Bucco.  Reluctant at first, Nicky agrees since he too is 

ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ WŜƭƭȅΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ aŜƎŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǿŀƛǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  

What bƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ WŜƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ .ƻō 9Ř ŀƴŘ hǊƛƴ .ƻƴŜ ς two local Chicago detectives ς 

are staking out this frequent mob hangout in hopes of arresting Jelly and Nick. The two detectives 

caught a mob underling ς Sleepy Jim ς laundering money through the local teamsters union and have 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƴƻǘǘƻ ŎƭŀƴΦ 

The Detectives, with a warrant for Jelly and Nick in hand, are under a great deal of pressure to make 

some kind of arrest. The racketeering charges that they are bringing against the Dinottos will more than 

likely be deemed Federal jurisdiction and turned over to the FBI the following day. Moreover, the antsy 

Orin has an agenda of his own. While he is a dedicated cop, the rules of law enforcement tend to slow 

Orin down in his zeal for catching criminals, causing a likely suspension from his boss, Captain Lewis. 
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.ƻō 9ŘΣ hǊƛƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ ŘǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ hǊƛƴΩǎ ƧƛǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ½Ŝƴ-like relaxation techniques. 

As the evening wears on, and the odds diminish that the Dinottos will show up, the detectives make 

their way into the restaurant to have dinner and ride the rest of the evening out.  

Inside the restaurant, only a skeletal staff remains on this forlorn night.  Megan, the sole remaining 

waitress, is counting on her boyfriend, Kevin, who is also the manager and acting host of Puzzo al Mare, 

to close the restaurant. Any hope for an early evening is lost however, when Kevin seats the two 

detectives as they enter the restaurant. Kevin knows that the Dinottos typically show up on Wednesday 

night, and he is under strict orders by Carmine, the owner, to not close early.  

YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀǎ WŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

she now has to stay late during a terrible storm, Megan is happy to see Jelly as she has waited him on a 

lot in the past and knows what a sweet and lovable guy he is, she enjoys being around him.  

Kevin seats Jelly and Nick at their usual table ς the nicest one in the room. Immediately Bob Ed spots 

ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ aŜƎŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ .ƻō ŀƴŘ hǊƛƴΩǎ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 

{ƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΣ YŜǾƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ WŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ς something that is a 

ǊŜŀƭ ǇŜǘ ǇŜŜǾŜ ƻŦ aŜƎŀƴΩǎΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ aŜƎŀƴ interrupts her service of the two detectives and bolts 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ WŜƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ YŜǾƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ς something that has 

never ended well in the past. 

Kevin, defensively and loudly sends Megan back to the cops table where she finishes getting the drink 

order. Bob also convinces Orin to take it easy and look for the right opportunity.  

As the evening continues, tensions start to escalate as Orin keeps a vigilant eye on his prey while 

pressing Bob to take action. Bob elects to take it slow and call for backup. Eventually, things come to a 

ōƻƛƭ ǿƘŜƴ bƛŎƪΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ hǊƛƴΩǎ ǎƛŘŜǿŀȅǎ ƎƭŀƴŎŜǎΣ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘǎ hǊƛƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  

Against the better advice of Bob who is still consulting patience, Orin seizes the moment to bring out his 

badge and the arrest warrant.  As Orin attempts to place Nicky and Jelly Dinotto under arrest, Nicky is 

ǳƴŦŀȊŜŘ ōȅ hǊƛƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ WŜƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƳ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ  

Despite the attempts of Jelly and Bob ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ hǊƛƴ ŀƴŘ 

Nick pull their weapons on each other.  This action also forces Bob to draw his weapon to support Orin, 

creating an effective stalemate.  

At this moment, Kevin and Megan return to the dining room from the kitchen and find all their guests 

standing and pointing guns at each other. Suddenly, the loud crash of a dropping pan is heard from the 

kitchen. Reflexively, Orin turns and fires. Nick looks to take advantage of this opportunity and shoot Orin 

ōǳǘ WŜƭƭȅΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ȅŀƴƪǎ bƛŎƪΩǎ ŀǊƳ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ 

causing Nick to shoot at the ceiling.   
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With bullets flying, everyone in the room ducks for cover ς turning over tables and hitting the floor. 

While Jelly still abstains from the gunfight, Nick continues to exchange gunfire rounds with Orin and 

Bob. Meanwhile, Megan is trying to stop Kevin from completely freaking out.   

 !ǎ ōǳƭƭŜǘǎ ǿƘƛȊ ōȅ ƘƛƳΣ YŜǾƛƴΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ άLΩƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛŜέ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿith Megan, admits his many 

infidelities to her. Megan, livid with anger, leaves Kevin cowering behind the table and heads into the 

dining room at the very moment that Nick and Orin respectively charge each other in a head-on attack. 

As they surface, a loud pounding noise is heard from the roof. The generator has died, causing the entire 

restaurant to go dark, except for a couple of lighted candles on the few, standing tables.  

In the darkness, chaos resumes with all parties jockeying for position. Moments later Megan throws on 

the restaurant security lights, which shoots bright, directed light across the room. Meagan has also 

secured the one gun that has any bullets left at this point, and fires off a round to let everyone know she 

is serious. With the power shifted in her favor, Megan enlists the help of Pinto the busser to collect the 

guns and lock them away safely.  

The snow, which has been coming down all evening has completely trapped everyone inside of the 

restaurant. With nowhere else to go, the Dinottos and the cops all agree to partake in a communal 

dinner with the featured dish, of course, being Osso Bucco. While they wait for the food to be prepared 

Megan and Jelly find themselves in the front bar. Alone together for the first time, they are brought 

together by the insanity of the situation and they both realize that perhaps they share intimate feelings 

for each other.   

Kevin, in the major-league doghouse thanks to his admitted transgressions, has been relegated to the 

role of waiter. None too happy about it, Kevin begins to drink the high-proof grappa liquor that he has 

taken from the liquor cart.  It is not long before Kevin is showing the effects.  

hƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘΣ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ their 

meals, including the Osso BǳŎŎƻΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

food fight breaks out, the culmination of which has the Osso Bucco tragically falling to the floor. During 

the fracas Nick and Orin finally come to blows and, in the melee accidentally hit Kevin who falls on the 

Grappa bottle. In agony, he heads to the bathroom for sanctuary.  

Moments later, after Jelly once again acts as the calming force and defuses the violence; a loud scream 

ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ room. Everyone rushes in to find Kevin lying on the bathroom floor. While Pinto 

and Megan assume Kevin is dead, Orin forces everyone to leave the bathroom as he and Bob inspect the 

body. They discover that Kevin is merely passed out from the all the liquor and find the grappa bottle, 

now stuck in his rear end. 

Back in the dining room, Nick is fed up with taking orders from Megan, waiting around for food, and 

worst of all, not being able to carry out his hit on Jelly. This pent up anger is all unleashed on Jelly and 

the two men begin a serious verbal sparring.  
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As the fight comes to a head Nick finally reveals to Jelly that the family wants him out and that he should 

consider himself a dead man. Soon the action grows more physical and Megan pulls her gun and comes 

ǘƻ WŜƭƭȅΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜΦ bƛŎƪ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ƘŜǊ ŀǎƛŘŜΦ IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƛƳǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻƴ 

Jelly.  

Just as he is about to pull the trigger, Orin comes rushing in and saves Jelly by lamely trying to tackle 

Nick. Eventually Nick shakes Orin loose and decides that he will kill him first. Nick turns his aim toward 

Orin and the sound of a gunshot is heard. Only it is not the sound of Nick shooting Orin, rather it is Jelly 

who has fired a round in Nick. It turns out Jelly, who has never shot anyone, still carries a gun. 

Orin, despite the fact that Jelly has just saved his life, proceeds to arrest Jelly anyway over the loud 

protests of Bob Ed. When all hope is lost, Luigi, the chef, steps forward with a solution to all the 

problems, which he explains to everyone in Italian.  

Our story continues the next day at Puzzo al Mare, which is now a full-blown crime scene. Cops and FBI 

agents are everywhere and news reporters are roaming all about. Captain Lewis grills Orin and Bob 

about how Nick Dinotto turned up dead while Jelly Dinotto is nowhere to be found. Orin and Bob 

seemingly have no answer. 

Moments later we cut to the cockpit of a plane and we see Jelly and Megan sitting in the first class 

section of an airplane. As coincidence would have it, the first class meal is a choice of either Osso Bucco 

or Chicken. After a brief moment of reflection, Jelly and Megan both decide to have the chicken.  
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Attachment B ɀ Director/Producer Bios  

 
Gary Taylor ï Writer, Producer, Director  

Gary Taylor is founder and owner of Westlake Media Group, Inc., where he serves in Writer, Director 

and Producer capacities.  For the last 14 years he has overseen the productions of more than 500 media 

projects and written over 300 corporate training, marketing and trade show scripts for a wide range of 

creative, corporate and advertising clients.  He has created programming in a variety of formats from 

high-definition content, to standard video programs and numerous other electronic mediums.   

Gary wrote the one-act play, ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜΣ which was produced at Chicago Dramatists Workshop 

and selected to be part of their New Voices ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜΦ  DŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ άǎǇŜŎέ 

scripts and, in addition to Osso Bucco, wrote the feature films Waiter of the Year and Growing Up 

Straight.  

DŀǊȅΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

interest documentaries such as ¢ƘŜ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ DǳƛŘŜ series produced in conjunction with 

Bottom Line Productions, Inc. and the television pilot The Living Room, produced in conjunction with 

Golan Productions and The IO (formerly known as The ImprovOlympic).  Gary studied improvisational 

acting at The Players Workshop of Second City and The ImprovOlympic, and is a deep believer in the 

ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ά¢ǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ /ƻƳŜŘȅέΦ  

 

Fred Blurton ï Producer, Director 

Fred Blurton is an award-winning director with top honors in such international competitions as the ITS 

Monitor Awards, The New York Festivals, ITVA Philos, Tellys and the Association For Multi-Image 

International.  Fred first entered the world of film and video as a creative director for Williams-Gerard in 

1979.  After six years, he left Williams-Gerard to become the co-founder of the groundbreaking Aero 

Graphics Productions.  Using innovative multiple-screen presentations, 3D graphics, and a constant drive 

to push the envelope in both design and technology, Fred and his company pioneered the corporate 

video industry in Chicago.   

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜars in business, he directed and produced entertaining and creative 

ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ άLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ 

Festivals for clients that included Miller Beer and Coca-Cola. 

In 1992, Fred became Creative Director at Post Effects, a leading Chicago-based special effects and post-

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ орƳƳ ŦƛƭƳ άLǘ ¢ŀƪŜǎ ¸ƻǳ ¢ƘŜǊŜέ 

ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜƭΩǎ мффп ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ tŜntium computer chip.  

He quickly rose to the ranks of Vice President and Creative Director/General Manager.  In July 2002, Fred 

launched his own production company Fred Blurton Productions.  As ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǘƻǇ creatives, 
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Fred continues to direct, produce and work with the latest technologies to develop stunning and 

creative solutions for every project he undertakes, infusing it with a style of grace and complexity that is 

uniquely his own. 

 
 

Douglas Weidner ï Producer, Production Coordinator 
Douglas Weidner is president of D. Douglas Weidner Inc., a company focused on providing talent and 

production services to corporate and entertainment industries.  Doug has honed his production 

experience through his many years performing in front of the camera in film and television, as well as 

working behind the camera producing, directing and set designing for television and theater.  Earlier in 

Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ 5ƻǳƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  

In 1996 he became a founding member of Splunge Productions Theatre Company where he produced 

and set designed Accidental Death of an Anarchist and the original one-act play Insectivorous for the 

Abbey Hoffman Festival. Outside of the theater, 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ǎŜǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴd construction were used primarily 

ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ-marketing studios for clients such as Seigles, Budweiser, Hammacher Schlemmer, 

Laura Ashley and Sears. 

5ƻǳƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 

Women on Television: Images of Women on Television starring Betty White and Shirley Jones, and the 

1993 Radio Hall of Fame Awards.  He went on to produce, co-direct, and edit the two-part comedy series 

In the Can for local Chicago cable. His three-month tenure on the set of the feature film With Honors 

and his work on the television movie The Real Untouchables were instrumental in shaping his 

knowledge and understanding of the film industry.  Since 2003, he has been an associate producer with 

Blue Fusion Media Inc. where he manages various aspects of graphic media production for corporate 

clients.  

 

Hal ñCorkyò Kessler ï Executive Producer - Legal and Business Counsel 
Corky is currently employed at the law firm of Levin Ginsburg. From September 1980 to 2000, Corky was 

a partner in the law firm of Kessler & Ex.  There, Corky gained extensive corporate, entertainment law, 

and worldwide entertainment industry experience.  In October 2000, Corky went in-house with a client 

to head up its entertainment division. After fulfilling his mission for the client, Corky opened his own law 

practice, only to be wooed in 2004 by the mid-size Chicago firm, Funkhouser Vegosen Liebman & Dunn 

Ltd., to develop an entertainment and business practice. 

With his expertise in corporate matters, Corky was selected to serve on the Illinois panel to recommend 

amendments to the Illinois Limited Liability Company Act.  Corky has organized dozens of Limited 

Liability Companies and likewise drafted Operating Agreements.  He has structured and organized more 

than 60 corporations.  Corky has also assembled and built winning teams for more than 30 

entertainment and other business ventures.  He has developed, packaged, and executive produced 

feature films, theater projects and television projects.  He was Executive Producer on the films The Sum 

of Us, starring Russell Crowe, (winner of the Australian Academy Award for Best Film), Finding North, 
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Sacrifices, Rockville Slayer and Certifiably Jonathan starring Jonathan Winters and Robin Williams.  

Additionally, Corky has been either the lead or active participating attorney on feature film projects 

including Wild Things, Crab Orchard, Extra Marriage, Design, Four Saints, Angels, The Legend of Mary 

Worth, and Osso Bucco. 

During the course of his career, Corky has litigated over 200 cases, including over 50 jury trials.  He is an 

Adjunct Professor at John Marshall Law School, where he teaches an Entertainment Law and Business 

course.  He previously taught a similar course at Columbia College in its Film Department.  Corky has 

been a panel member and speaker at many film seminars and festivals in the U.S. and Canada. He has 

written legal and business articles for Screen Magazine and other film and entertainment magazines and 

periodicals. 

Corky is admitted to practice law in Illinois and before the Illinois Supreme Court, the U.S. District Court 

for the Northern District of Illinois and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.  He is a member 

of the American and Chicago Bar Associations.  


